
Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 

Statute requires certain terms to be defined by rule concerning use of aircraft 
by the Department and its agents to hunt or locate game mammals or game 
birds.  The Department has an ongoing need to use aircraft for these purposes, 
in furtherance of species management plans and administrative rules adopted 
by the Fish and Wildlife Commission.  Wildlife management situations 
include those related to threats to property or human safety, or the proper 
management of wildlife populations.   
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

• Communication with local sports groups and other interested parties. 
• Questions from interested persons, including the news media, were 

answered. 
• Public meetings (21 scheduled) to review staff proposals were held 

throughout the state in May 2011. 
 

ISSUE 1 Definitions for Department use of aircraft to hunt or locate game 
mammals or game birds. 
 

 
ANALYSIS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The proposed rules implements ORS 498.126(4)(b), which requires definition 
of "emergency situation" and "necessary" in relation to use of aircraft by the 
Department or its agents in hunting or locating game mammals and game 
birds.  The use of aircraft is important to and widely used for wildlife 
management purposes including conducting surveys to obtain data critical for 
species management, obtaining research data, and capturing animals for 
relocation/reintroduction programs.  Much work from aircrafts is conducted in 
remote areas with no practical efficient alternative. 
 
The department is proposing the following definitions currently in Temporary 
Rule be adopted as permanent OARs. 
       “Emergency situation” means that the Department has determined 
that prompt action is required to implement a provision of a species 
management plan or administrative rule adopted by the Fish and Wildlife 
Commission. 
       “Necessary” means that the Department has determined that the use 
of aircraft in a particular instance is the most efficient method of 
implementing a provision of a species management plan or administrative 
rule adopted by the Fish and Wildlife Commission.   
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Adopt staff recommendations 
2. Amend staff recommendations 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Option 1. 
 
 

DRAFT MOTION 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE 

I move to amend OAR Chapter 635, Division 043 as proposed by staff. 
 
June 2, 2011 

 


